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The decision to retain the 1960, nondescript
warehouse and perch a lantern like structure,
on top, whose only reference to the large hall
hidden inside is the silhouette that harks to the
1963 Berlin Philharmonic. Only at night can the
foyer spaces be differentiated from the hotel
and the luxury apartments wrapped around the
large central space. It recalls the many buildings
where excavation is uneconomic and carpark-
ing is above ground, but no attempt is made to
change the nondescript base that acts as a foil.

The building’s multiple functions especially the
hall are not at all clear to the observer. There
is no indication from the outside of the spaces
inside and in addition none of the usual signs
of a building that welcomes large crowds are
evident. There is no obvious entrance, a small
opening gives access to the giant escalator
that connects the undifferentiated plaza to the
public space at the upper level, surrounded by
a lookout open to the public. The hotel lobby
occupies the adjoining space, that is of varied
scale. The access via the extraordinarily long
curved escalators, reinforces the cave meta-
phor, the destination revealed near the end.
Using the numerous vertical access stairs, the
sudden arrival in the giant hall is unexpected.
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