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RecentlyI wentona pilgrimagetoDessauto lookattherestored
BauhausbuildingsandthenewMuseumthathasbeenbuiltthere. This
providedanopportunityformetoreflectonthemovementanditsmain
spokespersonWalterGropius. WhenI wasanarchitecturestudentat
SydneyUniversityinthe1960³s,wehadtoselectoneoftheapostlesof
themodernarchitecturalmovementasthesubjectofanessay. I picked
WalterGropius,tomethebesteducatedandmostintellectual,butwith
theunfortuneofbeingunabletodraw. I wasinterestedinhisneedto
collaboratewithotherstobeabletoworkandinformedallhedidand
in1945totheestablishmentofTheArchitectsCollaborative(TAC). I
wasworkingintheRomeofficeofTACin1969whenGropiusdiedin
Boston.

WhileinDessau,seeingthepermanentexhibitionofthenewmuseum,
I wonderedwhytheBauhaus,whichexistedinrealityforsuchashort
timebecamesuchaninfluentialmovementinarchitecture. Whatwasit
aboutitshistory,thepeopleandtheirpersonalities,themovementand
theeventsthatoccurredthatleftsuchanimpression?Theideasthatthe
Bauhausrepresentedhada longhistory,beforeits namingand
manifestowerereleasedinWeimaron1 April1919, byGropius. It
seemedtomethough,thatitwasGropiushimself,hisstatusandskills
andhiscollaborativeapproachthatwasthedefiningfactorin the
outcomesofthemanifesto.

B A C K G R O U N D

WALTERGROPIUS, IRVINGPENN,NEWYORK1948



J U L I U S  B O K O R

Gropiuswasbornintoanuppermiddle-classPrussianfamilyinBerlin
in1883. HisfatherstudiedarchitectureandworkedintheMunicipal
Councilandhisunclewasanestablishedarchitect. Hisfamilywas
involvedin theatricalpresentationsin thelate1800³sandemployed
Schinkel,thefamousarchitect,cityplannerandartist,todesignAstage
set. HeactuallylivedwiththeGropiusfamilyatthestartofhiscareer.
Theywereatypicalculturedfamilywherelifecenteredaroundmusic,
artandeducation. In 1904Gropiusstartedhiscompulsorymilitary
traininginafamousHussarregiment. Thiswasanaristocraticregiment
wherehelearnedtorideandmadeimportantconnectionswithpeople
whowerelatertobecameinfluentialinGermansociety. Aftermilitary
traininghereturnedtothefamilyestateinPomeraniaandbeganto
studyarchitecture. Hehelpedtoconstructmodelfarmbuildings,some
inaromanticstyle,butresistedthearchitectureofthetime,whichhe
sawaś clothingnewbuildingsinanoldstyleµ.
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In1907witha friendhetravelledwidelyinSpain,heabsorbedthe
lessonsofthegloriousbuildingshesawthere. HemetGaudiandwas
influencedbyhisuseof craftsmenin quasimediaevalworkshop
environment,toorganicallydevelopbuildingforms.

GropiusreturnedtoBerlinin1908. AtthistimeBerlinwasgrowing
rapidly,housingwasscarceandworkers³livingconditionswerepoor.
HestartedworkinPeterBehrensofficealongsideMiesVandeRohe
andLeCorbusier. In1908GropiusaccompaniedBehrensonatripto
England. Theartsandcraftsmovementwasflourishingthereandthe
ideaofa designasa totalworkofartwasinfluencingthinking. The
architectpublisher,Muthesiuswasa greatproponentoftheartsand
craftsmovementin Berlinandwasthefirstto bringFrankLloyd
Wright³sworktoEurope. Atthesametimetheindustrialbuildings
designedin theUSAcontinuedtobea majorinfluence. Boththe
DeutscherWerkbund1907, andtheWienerWerkstatt,1903were
fundedbyindustrialistswhotriedtoimproveproductdesigntohelp
Germanproductscompetewithoverseasmanufacturedgoods.
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AEGTURBINEFACTORY,BYPETERBEHRENS(ARCHITECT),BUILTCIRCA1909, BERLIN,GERMANY. WIENERWERKSTÄTTEPOSTER(VIENNAWORKSHOP),VIENNA,AUSTRALIA
1903-1932BehrenswasinchargeofalltheaestheticaspectsofAEG.
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TheWeimarRepublicwasledbytheGrandDukeofSaxony-Anhalt,
sonofQueenVictoria³sfavoritedaughter. Hewasananglophileand
believedin´Artthatis life .́ In 1902heestablishedanartistic
consultancyforindustrywithHenryvandeVelde,a Belgianartist
architectasdirector. Hebuiltthebuildingstohousetheschool.

ContemporaneouslyDieBrucke,andsimilarartisticmovementsstarted
tochallengetheBeauxArtsdogma. ThegreatTurbineHall,designed
byBehrens,wascompletedandin 1910anexhibitionof German
designwassuccessfullyheld. TheDeutscherWerkbundwasthe
organiser. GropiusjoinedDeutscherWerkbundandreceivedhisfirst
majorarchitecturalcommission,theFagusWerk,ashoelacefactory,
whichhedesignedincollaborationwithHannesMeyer. Thebuilding
wasa greatsuccessandledto himbeingaskedto designthe
WerkbundPavilioninCologne. Asbothbuildingswereveryphotogenic,
theyweremuchpublished.Gropius³connectionwiththeViennaartistic
movementwasenhancedbyhisaffairwithAlmaMahler,inwhose
livingroomtheViennaSecessionistmovementstarted.

Hisflourishingcareerwasinterruptedbythewarandherejoinedthe
Hussarsandsawactiveserviceuntiltheendof thewar. Hewas
decoratedforvalor,butlikeothers,hewasdisillusionedbytheregimes
thatcausedthishugewasteoflifeandopportunity. Asaresult,hesaw
thattherewasaneedtoreformsociety.
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